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JOHN EHN: OLD TRAPPER'S LODGE
BIOGRAPHY

Sepiember 15, Johen Henry {John} Ehn was born in Violet, Meckinaw County,
Upper Michigan. Yiolet was & logging camp.

Johan Ehn Sr. {John's father) wea borm in Siockholm Sweden. He had 5 sisters.
At age 24 he eppreniiced 8s & Hudreulic mechine Engineer. He was ireined 1o set
up systems for lumber mill mechinery run by the power of {elling water (before
electricity was invenied). He came 1o the US. when he was 18 to set up a lumbei
mill in Upper Michigen. Here he met Merie Elle Berg. They merried and
homesteaded a farm nesr Gould City,

Marie Ells Berg Ehn, John's reother was bom in Helsinki Finlend. She was an
orphan who worked &5 & servant end seved her maney frorm childhood to buy
pessege on 6n emigrant ship to the U.5. She was 4'10° tall and spoke Finhish,
Swedish, end English.

John Ehn and Mary Berg had six sons and ohe deughter: Wilhelm, Fredrich, Oscar,
John, Joel, Yiclor and Anns.

The Ehn family fermed end awned e commercial fishery st Scotts Poini Michigan
and ran & lumbering aperaiion. John Juniar droped oul of school in the ?th grade
becauae of his father's ailing healih.

John worked 8s a trapper from Hexice to the Canadien border for 20 years, with
his headquarters on the femily properiy in Michigan.

&pril 2. John merried Mary Leota Esther Gonyon. Born July 2? 1804, inGould
City Michigen Maery hed & fifth grede education Her mother Meryenne Polly
Gongon ceme from Ohio. She vwes one of 9 ar 10 children. Her {ether, 196ac
Gonyon, was & French Cenadien widower. He farmed during the summer snd
worked 63 lagper and lumberjack in the winter. Mary waes the eldest of sin
children, Joseph, Stephen, Edith, Ellen and Amy.

John end Mary had 4 children: Clifford Bell 1924; Louige Joy 1926; Lorraine Ann
1830; and Rosemsrie 1937

The Ehn’a moved to Flomrida where John's brother Joel lived Flortés. John became
partners with Sneke Johnson. Togeiher they trepped end shot alligstors end
snakes in the Everplades for their hides. Mery helped skin end stretch them.

Jahn BEG hig closes? shave wilh Beelh in ron covaly Michigsn
{saurce: Jokn s legs)

Retumed o Michigan. The stele of Michigen staried a force of saleried irappera
{o catch predatory snimals Teeding on livestock. John was hired a5 & baunty
hunter by Mr. Williera of the Field end Garmne Deperiment/Fish and Wildlife
Service. John swarked for ihe goverment in Michigan snd Arizone far 20 yesrs
before moving ta Californis.

The Feders] Bureau of Biologicael Survey hired John as their irouble shooter
irepper. He worked in seversl stetes for the Department.

While in Hichigan John began to tesch ather trappers. He wrote and published
ien courses on trapping including How to Snare: The Best Kent Secrets 0 Tranpet
John, He continued meiling the correspondence courses, scents and trepping
supplies, from the Depression to his desth. In 1985 the Ehn femily was

skill receiving requests for them.

John contracted & spinal inflametion .



