
A R T H U R H A R O L D B E A L : A P I O N E E R I N G F I G U R E O F T H E

WESTERN SECTION OF CAMBRIA PINES. CALIFORNIA

Imag ine fo r a moment tha t you a re s tand ing i n
t h e W e s t e r n S e c t i o n o f C a m b r i a P i n e s c i r c a 1 9 2 0 ' s .
T h e a r e a a r o u n d y o u i s a v i r t u a l w i l d e r n e s s .
B e l o w , i n S a n t a R o s a C r e e k , s a l m o n a n d s t e e l h e a d
s p a w n . E a g l e s o c c a s i o n a l l y fl y o v e r h e a d . T h e
condor soars h igher above . Deer wander th rough the
c o a s t a l p i n e f o r e s t s .
This was the world Art Beal entered. He began
b u i l d i n g h i s m u l t i - l e v e l h i l l s i d e r e s i d e n c e i n 1 9 2
A small cabin on the north-west side of the property served as shelter
dur ing the ear ly const ruc t ion phases. F i rs t the foot ings for the b ig
house were excavated into the rocky hi l lside. Next came the sol idly
c o n s t r u c t e d f o u n d a t i o n o f t u m b l e d b o u l d e r s a n d m o r t a r . T h e n a t u r a l
topography was sculpted and terraced and planted with flowers, vegitables,
herbs, etc. Three springs on the propoerty were developed into a unique
watering system. Pipe handrails which run along the meandering stairwaysalso carry water to the gardens. Some of the railings actually have tiny
holes dr i l led in them to produce spr ink lers .
One aspect of Ar t 's Nat ive Amer ican her i tage is ev ident in th is ear l iest
phase of development. According to the Smithsonian Insti tute, the Klamath
Ind ians of Southern Oregon, t rad i t ional ly excavate the i r shel ters f rom
the earth. The above ground structure is described as conical in shape
a s s e m b l e d a r o u n d a s i n g l e r i d g e p o l e . T h e f o u n d a t i o n o f A r t ' s h o m e i s a n
adaptat ion of t rad i t ional K lamath des ign. As Ar t cont inued to bu i ld , the
upper s to r i es o f t he house took on wha t m igh t bes t be desc r i bed as a b lend
of western ranch house and Victorian design, common thourghout California.
B a s i c h u m a n s u r v i v a l d i c t a t e s a n a w a r e n e s s o f t h r e e b a s i c n e e d s : s h e l t e r,
f ood , c lo th ing—in tha t o rde r. A r t had h i s p r io r i t i es i n o rde r. W i th
shelter established, food resources were developed. One unique feature of
Art's home is a system for cooling and preserving fresh foods. Rising
a l o n g t h e r o c k f a c e o f t h e h i l l s i d e , i n s i d e t h e h o u s e , i s a c i r c u l a r
s ta i rway f rom the lower level to the k i tchen. Cool a i r t ravels through the
passageway.cool ing and preserving food i tems. The third i tem-clothing—was often optional in the wilderness days of Cambria Pines (this became
t h e o r i g i n o f o n e o f A r t ' s m a n y n i c k n a m e s . C h i e f R u n F a s t ) .
N i t t W i t t R i d g e , a s A r t ' s h o m e h a s b e e n d u b b e d , i s a b l e n d o f c u l t u r e s
and archi tecura l s ty les. I t represents an example of p ioneer ing pract ices
b y u t i l i z i n g f o u n d i t e m s a s b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s ( s h e l l s , r o c k s , e t c . ) . S o m e
o f t h e s e f o u n d a n d r e c y c l e d i t e m s c a m e f r o m t h e c o n s t u c t i o n o f W i l l i a m
Rando lph Hea rs t ' s es ta te known as Hea rs t ' s Cas t l e whe re A r t wo rked a t
various times. Other discards came from local dumps. Long before recycling
was popularized and partial subterranean homes were the rage. Art Beal had
i m p l e m e n t e d t h e t e c h n i q u e s .
Nitt Witt Ridge is but only one aspect of the complex human being. Art Beal,
Ove r t he 92 yea rs o f h i s l i f e ( bo rn June 26 , 1896 ) A r t has been a merchan t
seaman on squa re r i gged sa i l i ng vesse l s , a vaudv i l l i an , ' a ma ra thon sw immer
(once hav ing made the " imposs ib le " Oak land to San Franc isco swim across
t h e B a y ) , a c h e f , d u r i n g Wo r l d Wa r I I h e c h a u f f e u r e d G . I . ' s a r o u n d t h e
c e n t r a l c o a s t b y b u s , a p o e t a n d s o n g w r i t e r .
Art Beal is considered by many to be a living treasure. Over the years, he
has entertained thousands. He has been featured in many books, magazines
and appeared numberous times on television. He's known great scientist,
r u b b e d e l b o w s w i t h s h o w b u s i n e s s c e l e b r i t i e s a n d e v e n e n t e r t a i n e d c h i l d r e n
a s S a n t a C l a u s ( w i t h a r e a l b e a r d ) . Ye t , h e e x e m p l i fi e s e v e r y m a n .
I f you v i s i t N i t t W i t t R idge , rea l i ze th i s i s A r t ' s home. P lease respec t i t .
For more information on how you can support efforts to stabilize and preserve
N i t t W i t t R i d g e p l e a s e c o n t a c t : A r t B e a l F o u n d a t i o n I n c . , P. O . B o x 5 7 1 ,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 or phone 805-543-2248 or 805-927-3581,
The A r t Bea l Founda t i on has p repa red a pe rspec tus f o r t he repa i r s needed
at Nit t Wit t Ridge. Two copies are avai lable at the Cambria Publ ic Library.
N i t t W i t t R i d g e i s C a l i f o r n i a H i s t o r i c a l L a n d m a r k N o , 9 3 9 .
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