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THE ART BEAL FOinSDATZON * P.O. BOX 1738 * SAN LUIS OBZSPO CA «

Janua ry 16 , 1977

Woody Laughnan
" A r o u n d H e r e " E d i t o r
F r e s n o B e e

Dear J)ac. Laughnan s

After our flurry of communication back in May, vre are sad
to note that we did not hear from you again. But we'd
like to get you up to date with our progress.

To recaps two years ago, a small group of local people
decided to take steps to insure the preservat ion and
pro tec t ion o f N i tw i t R idge in can ib r ia P ines , the c rea t ionof one Art Beal. Today that dream is becoming a reality.
The property of Ni twi t Ridge has been restored to i ts
r igh t fu l owner (Ar t Bea l ) , who in tu rn deeded i t to the^
non«>profit Art Beal Foundation in January, 1976. Art's
r e a s o n s f o r d o i n g t h i s a r e t o i n s u r e t h a t h i s c r e a t i o n i S '
not bulldozed down once he is gone, and to prevent any
individual from profiting through the ownership or sale
o f t h e l a n d . A r t B e a l h i m s e l f h a s a l i f e e s t a t e i n t h e
property and no longer has to worry about being evicted,
pay ing rent or pay ing proper ty taxes.
A fund-raiser in April, 1975, raised $1,003.76, enough, to
b e g i n t h e l e g a l b a t t l e w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d i n a n o u t - o f - c o u r t
settlement of $2,500. Another fund-raiser (see attached)
is planned for this FOb. 20. Its events include music, a
Nitwit Ridge film, a "Junk into Beauty" art contest i\nd a
raffle. We hope to clear between $1,000 and $2,000. Total
money owed by the Foundation at this point is $3,624.($2,024. is back and present taxes, and $1,600. in personal
no- in terest loans made by two d lnd iv iduals for the out - t> f -cour t
s e t t l e m e n t ) .

The Art Beal Foundation itself is in the process of gettibiig
its Federal and State tax—exempt status. Jim puenow and \
Dave Fitzpatr ick of Duenow, Burke and Smith in SLO are V
donating their time and legal services, Mitiidh means the
process is a l i tt le more leisurely than usual. The Artioleya
of Incorporat ion and the Bylaws have been fi led wi th the
Secretary of State (we sent you the Articles in May, but I ■enclose another copy, so you may see the Foundat ion's \
g o a l s a n d p r i o r i t i e s ) . \



p a g e t w o

Now we are at the point of putt ing together the associate
menaObership for the Foundation« as called for iu the Bylaws*It will be comprised of a select nuicOber of people of some
standing and stabil ity in the ccnnmunity who also know and
r e s p e c t A r t B e a l a n d t h e c r e a t i o n h e h a s l a b o r e d o n f o r
o v e r 4 0 y e a r s *

We would veary much like for you to be one of our associate
members* The position is honoryv and advisory only* It
does not entail voting or attending meetings* It does
requ i re a con t r i b t t t i on« as s t i pu la ted i n A r t i c l e ZZ , Sec t i on
3 of the Bylaws, idi idh we have set at $100* This is a
one- t ime fee on ly, and i t w i l l go toward the $3,624* in
d e b t s m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r *

Associate menibers will receive regular fiscal reports and
newsletters on the Foundation'sbbusiness* They will also
be contacted on a regular basis for their valued opinions
and input into the Foundation's projects and priorit ies*

Please let us know soon of your decision* We hope you
will join us in preserving Nitwit Ridge, surely one of
t h e m o s t o r i g i n a l a r t i s t i c s t a t e m e n t s o n t h e W e s t C o a s t *

P lease ca l l i f your have fu r ther quest ions , to 805/543-1021*

C o r d i a l l y ,

V i c k i L e o n
C o - F o u n d e r s ,
T h e A r t B e a l F o u n d a t i o n

J o h n F i t z R a n d o l p h


