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NITWIT RIDGE NOMINATED TO NATION^ REGISTRY OF HISTORIC JgLACES:
O n N o v e m b e r 3 , N i t w i t R i d g e a n d 1 0 o t h e r C a l i f o r n i a f o l k a r t _
e n v i r o n m e n t s w e r e u n a n i m o u s l y n o m i n a t e d b y t h e C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e
H is to r ica l Commiss ion to the Nat iona l Reg is t ry. Accord ing to Rob
Se lway, S ta te H is to r i c P reserva t ion Spec ia l i s t , "abou t 95% o f a l l
the Sta te nominat ions are approved a t the Nat iona l leve l " . The
dec is ion cou ld come as soon as two weeks , o r take as long as 6 mon ths .

I f N i tw i t R idge ach ieves Nat iona l Reg is t ry s ta tus , the Ar t Bea l
Foundat ion wi l l become e l ig ib le for var ious Federa l and State
g ran ts fo r res to ra t i on pu rposes . However, on l y a sma l l p ropor t i on
o f t h o s e e l i g i b l e a c t u a l l y r e c e i v e g r a n t s .

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION: After several months of phone work, form
fi l l i n g - o u t a n d v i s i t s w i t h t h e C o u n t y A s s e s s o r s O f fi c e , t h e A r t
B e a l F o u n d a t i o n h a s b e e n a w a r d e d a p a r t i a l p r o p e r t y t a x e x e m p t i o n .
From now on, only the rooms in which Art Beal actually resides
w i l l b e t a x e d . T h i s l i f t s a t r e m e n d o u s fi n a n c i a l b u r d e n o f f t h e
F o u n d a t i o n a n d w i l l a l l o w u s t o u s e f u t u r e f u n d s r a i s e d f o r b a d l y -
n e e d e d r e s t o r a t i o n a n d r e p a i r .

CHRISTMAS FUND-RAISING DRIVE: As our second fund-ra iser of the year,
we are asking people to "give a present of the past -- and help
save a p iece of h is tory" . We have just mai led over 500 d i rect -
m a i l d o n a t i o n s o l i c i t a t i o n l e t t e r s ( s e e e n c l o s e d s a m p l e ) . I f a n y
of you have names you'd l ike us to add to our mai l ing l ist , please
c a l l o r w r i t e . O u r g o a l i s t o r a i s e a t l e a s t $ 8 0 0 , w h i c h w i l l g o
toward the pe rsona l l oan made by one o f ou r Assoc ia te Members to
the Art Beal Foundation. Money over and beyond that wi l l go toward
r e s t o r a t i o n a n d r e p a i r o f t h e R i d g e .

NITWIT RIDGE PUBLICITY: To paraphrase Art Beal, "this dump ( and
the Ar t Bea l Foundat ion) is p ick ing up speed" . We' re enc los ing
r e c e n t i n a c c u r a t e b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s w e l c o m e s t o r i e s i n t h e L . A .
Times and the Telegram-Tr ibune. Other coverage inc ludes a l ine or
two in the November Sunset magaz ine.

A R T B E A L H I M S E L F : A r t ' s r e c e n t a n t i c s i n c l u d e a i r p l a n e t r i p s t o
Las Vegas and the Bay Area. He is also becoming a very popular
a r t i s t s ' m o d e l f o r s k e t c h g r o u p s i n t h e S . L . O . a r e a . H e w a s
a l s o t h e s u b j e c t o f a s k e t c h b y a y o u n g p a r a p l e g i c m a n f r o m L a s
Vegas who recently had his first one-man show there.
C R E D I T S : P a r t o f t h e c r e d i t f o r N i t w i t R i d g e ' s n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t r y g o e s t o t h e p e t i t i o n - s i g n e r s i n S . L . O . c o u n t y ,
inc luding members of the S.L.O.County Histor ical Society Board,
t h r e e o f t h e fi v e C o u n t y S u p e r v i s o r s , t h e M a y o r o f S . L . O . , a n d
v a r i o u s C a l P o l y P r o f e s s o r s o f A r t , A r c h i t e c t u r e , e t c . I f a n y
o f you wou ld l i ke to send le t te rs o f suppor t fo r N i tw i t R idge 's
nomination, please send them to us, P.O. Box 1738, San Luis
O b i s p o C A 9 3 4 0 6 , a n d w e w i l l f o r w a r d c o p i e s t o t h e a p p r o p r i a t e
b o d i e s .

THE FUTURE: We a re toy ing w i th a number o f i deas fo r fu tu re
f u n d - r a i s i n g p r o j e c t s a n d o t h e r w o r t h w h i l e p r o j e c t s f o r t h e
A r t B e a l F o u n d a t i o n t o u n d e r t a k e . O n e o f t h e m o s t i n t r i g u i n g
i s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a j o i n t p r o j e c t w i t h t h e H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y f o r a c o u n t y o r a l h i s t o r y p r o g r a m . ( I t ' s a l r e a d y
underway, but needs money and equipment and t ra in ing.) I t 's
a n a r e a t h a t i s c l o s e t o A r t B e a l ' s h e a r t . A s h e s a y s , " Yo u ' v e
got to PRESERVE THIS HISTORY!" Let us hear from you!

H a p p y h o l i d a y s !


