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At the age of 57^ Crandma P^isbrey began to
bui ld her fantast ic Bot t le Vi l lage« f i l l ing one th i rd
of an acre of land in Simi Valley ^th houses» wishing
wellsp shrines9 fountains9 cabanas9 and other sculpturesall made of colorful bottles and cement* The many
bui ld ings and p ieces are interconnected wi th a mosaic
walkway of tiles $ bits of ceramid^ costume jesselry^
toy guxis^ sunglasses and myriad other everyday objects.

Using only those objects which we have discarded»
having been collected on nimerous trips to the locallandfill Grandma created sculplmres and buildings such
as the Television Picture Tube Fence9 the Leaning
Tower of Bottle Village» the Head Lamp Roae Garden^ the
Parade of Dolls 9 the ^ditation Room and Cleopatra^ s
Bedroom* One is struck by a strange sense of famiMarity
as we discover untold numbers of everyday household
items that were once part of our daily lives» naw
preserved in an art let ic sett ing*

The buildings themselves 9 created to house Grandma *^8
various collections of found^dbject art® sparkle in the
sun and glow from the inside as the sto shines throu^
the ambergreen and blue booties in all shapes and sises*
Such builaings and collections reflect the toys9 tools9
and celebrations of eur conteoi^rary lifestyle*

As a QKmumental folk art envirosimadtp Bottle
Village reflects the spirit9 determination and ^ilylife eroeriences of an elder wt^n in the community*
Grandma^ s stories 9 wisdcm and feelings are imbeddea in
the structures at the Village and are there to be shared
f o r a l l w h o v i s i t *
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There are labels on the back of each glossy, identify"
ing the subject» photographer and date.

1* Tressa "6ran(^'* Prisbrey
bys Bob Dawson
d a t e s 1 9 7 8

Taken at the Vi l lage when Grandma st i l l l ived there
in he r Roya l Spa r tane t te Tra i l o r

2 . t h e W i s h i n g We l l
b y t R a n d y H a n s o n
d a t e : 1 9 7 8

M a d e o u t o f b l i i e M i l k - o f ^ M a m e s i a b o t t l e s a n d a u t o
head lamps, the Wishing Well is situated in the middle
of the Village on the west side. The remaining 4 ifieiet
of the 6 foot west wall can be seen directly begind
the Wish ing Wel l * The wal l was fin ished wi th a 1 foot
scallopedog green bottles and topped with a sentinel of
o r i g i n a l M r s , B u t t e r w o r t h S y r u p b o t t l e s .

3. Wall of Family Portraits
by3 Amy E. Sk i l lman
date:August 1981
T h i s w a l l s e c l u d e d a s t o r a g e s h e d o n t h e e a s t o f
the Vi l lage between the Meditat ion Room and the Bott le
House. Grandma carefu l ly cut photographs of her
ch i l d ren and g rand ch i l d ren to fi t i n t he bo t tom o f
many o f the bo t t les she p laced in th is wa l l . She a lso
used a long paintbrush to color the bot tom of other
b o t t l e s t c r e a t i n g a k a l e i d o s c o p i c e f f e c t i n h e r w a l l s .

4 . T h e S c h o o l H o u s e
bys Any E. Skil lman
d a t e : J u n e 1 9 8 2

The School House is at the very back of the property
and is set up much l ike an ols school room, cowlete
with desks» a lectum and hundreds of books. The books
range in topic from children's stories to college
t e x t b o o k s
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tex|rbooks. The photograph on the wall Is of Grandma^sson'^s Pacific Tlelphone work team In 1957. It Is
decorated wi th assorted seashel ls and pol ished agates*

Cleopatra*s Bedroom
b y s A m y S k i l i s n a n
da te : Ap r i l 1985

Cleaopstra^s Bedroom is located on the east side9 almost
ha l fway back f r om the en t r ance t o t he V i l l age . I t i s
bordered by the mosaic walkway and Television Picture
Tu b e F e n c e . T h e f e n c e c o n t a i n s o v e r 3 0 t u b e s » a l l
decorated wi th var ious kn ick*knacks • In the foreground
is a mosaic Spade* Grandma built a Spade» Heart» Club
and Diamond in a row along the Television Pittsee Tube
Fence. She says* "I musta done that when I come back
from Las Vegas.'*

Courtyard Walkway
B y : A m y £ . S k i l l m a n
da te : Ap r i l 1985

Grandma* 8 Mosaic Walkway runs almost the full 230 feet
of the Vi l lage wander ing in and out of bui ld ings and around
the many scu lp tu res t ha t do t t he V i l l age . I nc l uded i n
her walkway are ceramic tiles» irons 9 license platesp
horoeshoesy toy guns, sunglasses» stove top burners9
scissors9 and m3rriad other idscarded objects that she
c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e l o c a l d u m p .

Cleopatra's Bedroom
by: Amy E. Skil lman
da te : Ap r i l 1985

Grandma rarely did anything the same wav twice. In
Cleopatra's Bedroom^ for inbtancep the brown beer bottles
used to create i t are cemented with the necks facing
out. The building next to it. The Rumpus Roomy is made
of green beer bot t les whose necks al l face in.
In many ways^ Grandma's Cleopatra's Bedroom is her idea
of the ult imate lady's boudoir. Inside there is a step of
pa in ted bot t les lead ing im to a p la f fo rm which conta ins
a large carved wooden doubld bed and two vanit ies. This
upper section is separated from the anteroom by a screen
o f c o l o r f u l b e a d s . T h e r o o m i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h v a r i o u s
s ta tues o f exot ic women* p i l la rs covered wi th Venet ian
bl inds painted gold9 a t ree of a i rp lane whiskey bot t les 9
a garden of golf tees* and many stuffed animals9 Todaj i*
dur ing restorat ion9 the b t i i ld ing houses boxes of the
i n t e r i o r o b j e c t s f r o m o t h e r b u i l d i n g s c u r r e n t l y u n d e r g o i n g
r e c o n s t r u c t b n .
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P e r l n a a z i
d a t e s D e c e m b e r 1 9 8 3

B o t t l e V i l l a g e I s e s p e c i a l l y g r e e n i n t h e s p r i n g
when all the cacti and succulents begin to bloom<»
Grandma cmmpares herself to the cactus saying
"they are independent» prickly and ask n&thing
from anybody/ '
The Leaning Towr o f Bot t le Vi l lage s tands watch
on the mosaic walkway which meanders past the Rumpus ^
R o o m 9 t h e Te l e v i s i o n P i c t u r e Tu b e F e n c e , a n d t h e
R o u n d H o u s e o n t o t h e b a c k o f t h e o n e - » t h i r d a c r e o f
land« The Vi l lage conta ins 13 bu i ld ings and 20
d i s t i n c t f r e e s t a n d i n g s c u l p t u r e s *

# 8 b y s L i n d a l l a y l o r L o r r
d a t e : e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s
One of the most favored s t ructures at the Vi l lage is
Gransma^s Rarade of Dolls which, at one time, contained
over 600 dolls. Grandma says 300 of them were stolen
b u t t h e c o l l e c t i o n i s s t i l l a s t o n i s h i n g . T h e d o l l s m ^ e
d i s p l a y e d o n s m a l l g l a s s p l a t f o r m s b u i l t i n t o t h e b o t t l e
w a l l s , i n d i s p l a y c a s e s , i n a b i r d c a g e , e n p l p M ^ m s
which dot a large red sat in heart , or in smal l window
display boxes0
The Dol l House is d is t inguished by i ts curved wal ls
leading Into the door, and i ts many b lue Mi lk-of"Magnesia
b o t t l e s .

#14 by8 Amy E» Skillman
d a t e s J u n e 1 9 8 2
Grandma says she could never leave the Village to go to
church because"they'd steal ever' 'thing i 'v got.®' Instead
she bu i l t smal l shr ines around her Vi l lage» One shr ine
honors the worlds religions (Christianity, Buddhist and
Judaism}* In the Round House, Grandma inserted a gold
arched window In a set t ing very reminiscent of a sta ined
glass windowa She a lso bu i l t a firep lace in the Round
H o u s e w h i c h h a s a fi r e s c r e e n m a d e o u t o f i n t r a v e n e o u s
feed ing tubes .
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#21 by2 Babe Kreiger (Grandma®s daii&l^&©r)
d a t e ? 1 9 6 1

Grandma claims to have had 17^000 pencils %9hlch is
w h y s h e fi r s t b u i l t t h e P e n c i l H o u s e * S h e n e e d e d a
p l a c e t o h o u a e ^ h e r c o l l e c t i o n a n d h e r t r a i l o r w a s
too small . The cement br icks were too expensive> so
s h e d e c i d e d t o u s e b o t t l e s . S h e m i x e d t h e c e m e n t
by hand unt i l she "got educated to the trowel
One thing lead to another andp within about 1 years,
s h e h a d c o v e r e d t h e e n t i r o n e ^ - t h i r d a c r e w i t h h e r
Bo t t i s V i l l ageo One o f t he l as t bu i l d ings cse ra ted
w a s t h e B o t t l e H o u s e ® c o m p a r i n g t h e s m o o t h
surface and geometric design of the Bott le House to
that of the Penci l Houses i t becomes apparent that
Grandina had developed an eye for form and and awareness
of s t ructura l concerns over the years»

#33 By: Babe Kr5-eger
d a t e ? 1 9 6 : 1

I n i t s h e y d a y, t h e R o u n d H o u s e w a s a s i g h t t o b e h o M i
Grandma never had a round bed before and thought it
w o u l d b e a p p r o p r i a t e f o r h e r R o u n d H o u s e • S o s h e d e c i d e d
to bu i ld one. She le f t the mat ress and spr ings in the
c e n t e r a n d c u t t h e p l j r w o o d t o g o a r o u n d i t o T h e b e d i s
draped with bollowy red fabric and covered by a s®ik
h a n d m a d e q u i l t i G r a n d m a s a y s i t w a s a r e a l t a s k t o
make and she probably "used 7 different languages in
the round vmen X designed and build tliat"f,

# 3 5 b y s B a b e K r i e g e r
d a t e s 1 9 6 1

The Round House is built about 3 feet in the ground,
VPaeii Graudiaa was digging the dirt, a v/orrian caiTia along
^ind s^dd that was no job for a woman. Grandma responded
"then I don^t have tio clirab to high to put the roof on,"
The roo f on the Round House was covered w i th sh iuvaer in^
broken bit-g of green glass wliich grandma carted up a
l a d d e r t o t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n . E v e r y t h i n g i n t h e R o u n d
House is rounds the bedj, the headboard^ the fireplace,
the large marb le^*s tudded p i l la r in the midd le . Gradma
also bui l t a low rov ind bar which d isp lays g lass bot t les
w i t h g l a s s c o r k s p p l a s t i c f l o w e r s » a n d a t o o t h b r u s h t r s a -
Outside the Round House is Grandma's Spring Garden
of bed swings and e lec t ic co l ls and indust r i - ' ^ l 3pr : lngc.

#70 by§ Amy Eo Skliliifian
d a t e s J u n e 1 9 8 2

T h e v i s i t o r t o B o t t l e V i l l a g e i s d e l i g h t e d a n d s u r p r i s e d
a t e v e r y t u r n o f t h e h e a d . S h a p e s » t e x t u r e s 9 a n d c o l o r s
Jjreat you In even the most basic eleiaents of Grandma'sonstructlon* While many of the walls shiaaner bulej,
green and amber as the light shimes through9 other reflectthe red^ ^ite yellow and blue of paint swirled into thebottom before being place in the wall« In this way.
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Srandma addsd ev^ more color than %7ad already
a v a i l a b l e t o s n a g g e s t l i n g a n m i n d i n g fl o w o f i
c r e a t i v i t y .

# 7 1 b y g A a s y £ « S k i l M a n
d a t e s J u n e 1 9 8 2

Graadma's pencil collection was her motivation for the
Vi l l age* She c l a ima to have been u^o l ved i n p^ i& i i es
in North Dakota and '^had 179000 pencils t^ton I come from
t h e r e S i n c e h e r t r a i l e r w a s t o o a n a l l y s h e d e c i d e d
t o b u i l d a H o u $ e f o r h e r c o l l e c t i o n ®

Upon entering the Pencil Housep the visitor is struck
b y t h e a c t i v i t y o f c o l o r l i n e s a n d s h a p e s . T h i s
radiat ing energy seems to characterize not only Grandiaa
bu t nos t o f t he co l l ec t i ons and scu lp tu res a t t he V i l l age •


