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OLD COURTHOUSE SQUARE
S a n t a R o s a , C a l i f o r n i a

Project
Experience

Old Courthouse Square is located in the heart of downtown Santa
Rosa. Although the square contains abundant amenit ies, is has
never been a particularly well-used public space. In recent
years, the square has attracted teenage toughs, light drug users
and the mentally ill. PPS was aked by a group of property owners,
the Downtown Development Association, and the City of Santa Rosa
to develop a strategy for improving the Square and making it an
attract ion for al 1 the people in the community. PPS conducted
a two-and-a-half day workshop and then proposed that the city en
courage a public-private partnership to manage the space. Physical
improvements were suggested that are modest in terms of scale and
cost. Client: Santa Rosa Redevelopment Agency.

FILM ON CORPORATE PUBLIC SPACES
( 1 9 8 5 - 1 9 8 6 )

Using Exxon Mini-park as a case study, this sound film deals with
some of the general problems of corporate public spaces, such as
under use and abuse by drug dealers. It also looks at how a space
can be redesigned and managed to make it more usable and functional
fo r peop le . Fund ing : Nat iona l Endowment fo r the Ar ts , McGraw-Hi l l
C o r p o r a t i o n , a n d T i m e , I n c .

G R A C E P L A Z A
New York, New York (1984-ongoing)

Grace Plaza, built under the 1969 incentive zoning "bonus"
ordinance, has long been considered one of New York City's most
troubled public spaces, a setting for loitering and drug dealing
which has intimidated the general public and prevented its use by
a variety of people. PPS was retained to develop a design and



management p rog ram fo r re t rofi t t i ng the p laza i n to an ac t i ve ,
hea l thy pub l ic space. The PFS proposa l ca l led fo r the comple te
renovation of the plaza and the inclusion of a stage/entertain-
ment cen te r, sma l l vend ing s ta l l s , and a pub l i c ca fe , as we l l as
new landscap ing and pub l i c scu lp tu re . The p ro jec t , wh ich i s a
model for what can be done for other troubled **bonus" plazas in
Manha t tan , i s cu r ren t l y be ing rev iewed by the approp r ia te c i t y
a g e n c i e s . C o n s t r u c t i o n i s e x p e c t e d i n 1 9 8 7 . C l i e n t : S w i g
W e i l e r a n d A r n o w, M g t & C o . , I n c .

D O H N T O N N P U B L I C O P E N S P A C E S P R O J E C T

D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o ( 1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 5 )

PPS conducted an evaluat ion of a l l o f the publ ic spaces (both
pr ivately and publ ic ly owned) in downtown Denver for the Denver
P a r t n e r s h i p . T h e r e s u l t s o f t h e p r o j e c t w e r e s p e c i fi c d e s i g n a n d
management recommendations for public space improvements, a
handbook for public space owners on the process of making public
space improvements, and guidel ines for publ ic space development.
The study was fo l lowed by design workshops for the Curt is Street
a n d C l e v e l a n d P l a c e C o n n e c t i o n t o t h e m a l l i n w h i c h P P S

p a r t i c i p a t e d a s t h e n a t i o n a l u r b a n d e s i g n c o n s u l t a n t . C l i e n t ;
The Denver Par tnersh ip , Inc .

OLD STATE HOUSE SQUABE
H a r t f o r d , C o n n e c t i c u t ( 1 9 8 4 )

Old State House Square is at the center of Downtown Hartford and
the site of the renovated Old State House, now operated as a
museum. The square is a lso adjacent to a Rouse Corporat ion fest i
va l marketp lace set to open in 1986. PPS prepared a pre l iminary
design plan for the redesign of the square to make i t a more
u s a b l e , a t t r a c t i v e p u b l i c s p a c e . C l i e n t : D o w n t o w n C o u n c i l a n d
O l d S t a t e H o u s e A s s o c i a t i o n .

O N E P E N N P L A Z A
New York , New York (1984 )

PPS evaluated and developed recommendations for the public spaces
in and around One Penn Plaza, a major office tower near Penn
Sta t i on i n M id town Manha t tan . I nc luded in the p lan were spec i fic
recommendat ions for landscaping, s ignage, the locat ion and des ign
of amen i t ies , re ta i l facade des igns , and fo r p rograms and events .
F u n d i n g : H e l m s l e y - S p e a r, I n c .



MAHKET SQOASE
H o u s t o n , Te x a s ( 1 9 8 A )

The Downtown Houston Association retained PPS to develop a design
and management program to transform one of the city's oldest
public spaces into a day and evening activity center. The
property, which is owned and controlled by the Houston department
o f P a r k s a n d R e c r e a t i o n , w a s t h e h i s t o r i c s i t e o f H o u s t o n ' s
indoor/outdoor marketplace at the turn of the century. PPS*s
recommendations included a complete redesign of the Square's
layout and landscaping, along with a number of revenue generating
programs inc luding a marketp lace, farmer 's maxket , and a smal l
ca fe / res tauran t . These improvements w i l l have the dua l pu rpose
of a t t rac t ing a var ie ty o f users to an unused space dur ing the
day and evening hours while generating revenues that can be used
by the proposed non-profit management organization for main
tenance, programming and operations of the Square. Funding:
D o w n t o w n H o u s t o n A s s o c i a t i o n .

PERSHING SQDARE
Los Angeles, California (1983-1984)

PPS was hired by the Central City Association to develop a design
and management program for Pershing Square, the central square of
downtown Los Angeles. The goal was to determine how Pershing
Square could be redesigned so that i t would at t ract a more diverse
population and reestablish its prominence as an activity center
in downtown Los Angeles. PPS proposed and helped to establ ish the
Pershing Square Management Association which oversaw low-cost
design changes and programming for the L.A. Summer Olympics. The
Square's new features inlcuded a cafe, food vendors, a newsstand,
and a performance stage. Major design improvements are currently
p l a n n e d . F u n d i n g : C e n t r a l C i t y A s s o c i a t i o n .

CRCNN CENTER SQUARE
Kansas City, Missouri (1983)

PPS analyzed the design and use of Crown Center Square, the major
public space of a large mix-use development. Recommendations
were made to increase public usage of the square and to improve
i t s c o n n e c t i o n t o t h e r e s t o f t h e c e n t e r . F u n d i n g : C r o w n C e n t e r
R e d e v e l o p m e n t C o r p o r a t i o n .



CRAMES SQUARE
The Bronx, New York (1981)

As lead consultant to the New York City Department of Ci ty
Planning for its South Bronx Transportation Planning Project, PPS
analyzed aspects of pedestrian and vehicular circulation needs in
this major intersection in the South Bronx* Recommendations for
a new entrance and other subway station improvements were also
developed. The centerpiece of the plan is a new marketplace and
gathering space on the square. Funding; Tri-State Regional
Planning Commission.

P L A Z A S F O R P E O P L E P R O G R A M

Seattle, Washington (1979)

PPS planned a national conference, publication, and workshops on
downtown public open space using downtown Seattle as a case
s tudy. Four ha l f day workshops were conduc ted fo r spec ific
interest groups (government, designers, the community, business)
in o rde r t o so l i c i t op in i ons , s t imu la te awareness , and gene ra te
ideas for improvement of plazas and urban parks in Seattle.
Funding: Seattle Department of Community Development; Seattle
Fi rs t Nat ional Bank; Nat ional Endowment for the Ar ts ; Washington
C o m m i s s i o n f o r t h e H u m a n i t i e s .

H D D B U I L D I I ^ P l l B L l C S PA C E S
Washington, D.C. (1979)

The vast, unused plazas around the Department of Housing and
Urban Developent in Washington, designed by Marcel Breuer, have
stood for more than a decade as a symbol of al l that is wrong
with a monumental approach to federal architecture and urban
rev i t a l i za t i on . PPS recommenda t i ons , deve loped i n pa r t t h rough
an extensive survey of HUD employees, included a vendor's market
on the front plaza and the redesign of an existing garden and
playground area. Funding: National Endowment for the Arts.

F E D E R A L O F F I C E B U I L D I N G P L A Z A
Seat t le , Washington (1977-1979)

The Seat t le Federa l Bu i ld ing, cons idered to be an outs tand ing
example of a well-designed federal facility, features a dramatic,
cascading plaza. A PPS study evaluated this and other downtown
plazas to determine how well they actually functioned for



downtown workers, shoppers and visitors. Plaza events, outdoor
concessions, and umbrel la tables and chairs on the "cascade"
outside the cafeteria were among the improvements implemented to
increase usage. Based on this study, a design "check-list" for
federal building plazas in central business districts was also
developed. Funding: National Endowment for the Arts, City of
S e a t t l e G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

L I F M A N ' S F L A Z A
Salem, Oregon (1978)

PPS developed preliminary design recommendations for Lipman's
Plaza, a large public space being developed adjacent to two major
department stores. Specific recommendations included the
character and location of waiting areas, seating, entertainment,
outdoor eating and information. Funding; City of Salem.

EXXON MINI-PAKK. ROCKEFELLER CENTER
New York, New York (1978)

Exxon Mini-park was overwhelmed by marijuana dealing which was
widespread because of an anonymous, impersonal physical setting.
PPS recommendations, implemented in the summer of 1979, included
substantial relandscaping, the addition of movable chairs and
tab les , food concess ions and enter ta inment p rograms. These
changes have dramatically increase both the variety and ntamber of
users of the park, improved its public image, and eliminated the
drug dealing. Funding; Rockefeller Center, Inc. and Exxon
CoiT)orat ion.

F L A Z A P L A N N I N G A N D Z O N I N G S T D D Y

Seat t le , Washington (1977)

This report translates PPS*s plaza research findings in Seattle
into preliminary policy recommendations and design guidelines for
the city to revise its zoning ordinance. The new recommendations
would allow more office space to be constructed if plazas or
arcades are provided at ground level. Funding: Seattle
Department of Community Development and the National Endownment
f o r t h e A r t s .


