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D e a r M r . R o s e n :

In response to your letter of July 10 the attendance figures on the
Bavid Butler exhibition are not readily available. The videotape by Chester
Kasnowski on David Butler is owned by New Orleans Museum of Art,

David But ler is very much al ive. When I proposed to do the exhib i t ion
in 1976, I had very strong concerns about revealing this man and his art work
to the pub l i c . I fe l t tha t he was no t p repared to dea l w i th the poss ib le con
sequences of becoming a well-known figure whose art might be sought by col
lectors, dealers, and museums. We attempted to establ ish mechanisms which
wou ld p ro tec t Dav id f rom th i s poss ib le th rea t . Ra the r than go in to a l l t he
deta i l s wh ich t ransp i red , I wou ld be very happy to re lay th is in fo rmat ion
t o y o u , p o s s i b l y i n a p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n .

Un fo r tuna te l y, my fea rs were no t un founded i n sp i t e o f ou r e f fo r t s . I
a m a f r a i d t h a t D a v i d h a s s u f f e r e d a s a r e s u l t o f h i s n e w f a m e . H e c o n t i n u e s
t o w o r k a n d n o w h a s a d e a l e r h e r e i n N e w O r l e a n s w h o I a n d o t h e r s f e e l i s m o s t
sympathet ic to Dav id and has t rea ted h im ex t remely fa i r l y. The dea ler is
Richard Gasperi, owner of Gasperi Folk Art Gallery, and he has taken the pressure
off David and acted as a "safety valve" for him.

Yes, I am fearful of what will happen to David's house and yard once he
has passed away. I have at tempted to prepare for th is inev i tab le event by
sett ing up certain arrangements with him and the community in which he l ives.
I h a v e a l s o a p p r o a c h e d t h e F o l k A r t D i v i s i o n o f t h e L o u i s i a n a S t a t e A r t s C o u n c i l
about this problem. They have not been very helpful in assisting or been sym
pathet ic . Aga in , I wou ld be happy to d iscuss what t ransp i red wi th you poss ib ly
on the phone. So much has happened that i t would be cumbersome to write i t al l
t o y o u a t t h i s t i m e .

I hope that you are sympathet ic to h is pred icament . I am sure that i t i s
not unique, I am hoping you might give us some guidance and direction in over
c o m i n g s o m e o f t h e s e p r o b l e m s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m A . F a g a l y
A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r f o r A r t
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