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(213)^64-5169

December 6, 1972

M r . F i l i p p o C i r i n o ,
S e r i n o - R i v o t o l l i

/ i v e l l i n o , I t a l y

D e a r M r . C i r i n o ^

O n b e h a l f o f t h e C o m m i t t e e t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r h e l p i n o u r s e a r c h
for information about the early life of 3abatino-(Sam-Simon) Rodia.
S i n c e y o u a r e a l s o p a r t o f a c u l t u r a l c i r c l e y o u w i l l I n d e r s t a n d o u r
d e s i r e t o h a v e a c c u r a t e f a c t s a b o u t t h e e n g i n e e r , b u i l d e r - a r t i s t o f
t h e b e a u t i f u l T o w e r s o f S i m o n R o d i a i n W a t t s . W a t t s i s a s m a l l s u b u r b
o f L o s A n g e l e s J u s t a s R i v o t o l l i i s o f S e r i n o . W e a r e p l a n n i n g a s s o o n
a s w e c a n r a i s e t h e m o n e y t o s e n d a c o p y o f o u r fi l m t o t h e C i r c u l o
C u l t u r a l o f S e r i n o s o t h a t y o u m a y - a l l s e e w h a t a b e a u t i f u l w o r k o f a r t
a c i t i z e n o f y o u r c o m m u n i t y a n d o u r c o m m u n i t y h a s m a d e f o r u s a l l d u r
i n g t h i r t y - t h r e e y e a r s o f h i s l i f e . H o w e v e r , s i n c e w e a r e a v o l u n t e e r
c o m m i t t e e , g e t t i n g t h i n g s d o n e t a k e s l o n g e r t h a n i f w e w e r e a p a i d
o r g a n i z a t i o n . S o p l e a s e , d e a r S e r i n e s d ; , b e p a t i e n t .

We h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e p h o t o g r a p h s t a k e n b y S i g . M a r t o n e F r a n c e s c o ,
S. Sossio-Serino, 83020-Pr.Av. Please thank him for us, they are
truly beaut i fu l photographs. Please ask him to send us an 8 by
I C i n c h e n l a r g e m . e n t , g l o s j j y p r i n t o f t h e p a g e o f S a b a t o ' s b i r t h r e -
gVis t ra t ion in the Commune of Ser ino, (Mr. Ci r ino, wi l l you p lease
translate this page for usO and the same size enlargement of the
s t r e e t w h e r e S a b a t o R o d i a w a s b o r n . V i a P i e d i c u p a , N o . 1 0 i n R i v o t o l l i .
T h e a r c h e s o f S a b a t o b i r t h s t r e e t a r e v e r y m u c h l i k e t h e a r c h e s o n h i s
f r o n t T o w e r s w a l l .

Also when we were in Rivotol l i the priest promised to send us the in
fo rmat ion concern ing Sabato Rod ia 's bapt ismal reg is t ra t ion in the
Catholic Church, Who were his God parents? Could you take a photo
graph of th is page . Sabato was born in February of 1879* Could you
a l s o t e l l u s s o m e t h i n g a b o u t S a b a t o ' s m o t h e r a n d f a t h e r a n d h i s b r o t h e r
and sister. Their nam-^s end birthdates and when they left Rivotolli
and where they went. Who did his sister marry.? Where did go?
To Am.er ica? Did they communicate wi th the fami ly in Rivoto l l i once
they had gone to Am.er i ca?

A b o u t S a b a t o R o d i a . W h e n d i d h e l e a v e R i v o t o l l i ? W e h a v e h e a r d
that he left before he was twelve (12) years old. Why did he leave
s o y o u n g ? D i d h e g o a l o n e t o A m e r i c a a n d w h o m e t h i m t h e r e . A t
W h a t p o r t d i d h e e n t e r A m e r i c a . D i d h i s b r o t h e r A n t o n i o m e e t h i m
there. Did Sabato go to America with his family since he was so young?
Were other realtives already in Am.erica? Where did the Rodia family
go with the small Sabato? Did they go to New York? Some place in
Pennsylvania, or did they like the 15,000 other Serinese go to Patterson,
N e w J e r s e y ? I h a v e w r i t t e n t o t h e I t a l o - A m e r i c a n o C l u b s o f P a t t e r s o n
asking for informiation. If Sabato's family accom.panisd him to America,
d i d t h e y r e m .a i n t h e re , o r d i d t h e y r re tu rn t o R i vo to l l i ? D i d Sa b a to
write letters to themi? Does anyone have any letter from him , or any
photographs of the young Sabato. Perhaps a school photograph, or a
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first communion Jpicture, or a family gathering before he left Rivotolli.
Are there any photographs of h is parents taken af ter Sabatc le f t for
America? Any pictures (copies of) that you can send us will be greatly
appreciated and wel l taken care of as we are dedicated to the preservat ion
o f h i s m e m o r y a n d o f h i s To w e r s .

Could you ver i fy for us whether Via P ied icupa, No. 10 is the t rue
bir thplace of Sabato Rodia. By the way who has inher i ted this house?
And how through the years has the house changed if at all. Has Maria
Rodia inheri ted the house and is she a cousin's widow. We have pictures
t a k e n w i t h h e r i n t h e h o u s e . I w a s s o s o r r y I h a d t o l e a v e b e f o r e
a c c e p t i n g h e r k i n d h o s p i t a l i t y t o c o m e b a c k a n d h a v e c o f f e e w i t h h e r .
P l e a s e g i v e h e r o u r m o s t c o r d i a l r e g a r d s . I t h i n k i t w o u l d b e w o n d e r f u l
i f t h e b i r t h h o u s e o f S a b a t o R o d i a c o u l d b e m a d e i n t o a s m a l l m u s e u m t o
c o m m e m o r a t e t h i s c i t i z e n o f S e r i n o - R i v o t o l l i . W e w o u l d s e n d y o u d u p l i

c a t e s o f a l l t h e m a t e r i a l i n o u r a r c h i v e s . I t w o u l d b e a fi n e a c t o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c u l t u r a l e x c h a n g e .

How back to Sam (Sabato) Simon Rodia and his early life in America:
I f h i s f a m i l y w e n t w i t h h i m t o A m e r i c a ? a n d t h e n r e t u r n e d t o R i v o t o l l i :
w i t h w h o m d i d t h e y l e a v e t h e y o u n g S a b a t o ? d i d t h e y p l a c e h i m i n a
school there (collegio) or did they leave him. with som.eone (relatives?)
a n d d i d h e i m m e d i a t e l y s t a r t w o r k i n g . W h a t k i n d o f w o r k d i d y h e d o ?
Could Sabato read and wr i te I ta l ian? At what age d id Sabato jo in h is
brother Antonio who is supposed to have gone to work some place in
Pennsylvania? Did Sabato get marr ied at an ear ly age? where? to whom?
Where did he live when he first got married? Did he write back home and
te l l them of h is whereabouts and h is marr iage? Was h is s is ter named
A n g e l a o r A n i t a a n d d i d s h e c o m e t o A m e r i c a a n d d i d s h e c o m m u n i c a t e
w i t h S a b a t o ? a n d h o w o l d w a s s h e w h e n s h e l e f t R i v o t o l l i ? W h a t b e c a m e
of Sabato*s mother and fa ther? Were they both f rom the town of R ivoto l l i?
Where did his mother com.e from? Did anybody in Snbato's family manifest
any in teres t in Ar t? Who? Where? How? Were they a l l Catho l ics and
was anybody in the family becom.e a priest? tfou see, dear Mr. Clrino,
we know so l i t t le o f Sabato 's ear ly l i fe and we rea l ly want to wr i te a
scholarly biography.-of this im.portant cit izen of Serino-Rivotoll i-Los Angeles.
T h r o u g h o u r c o m b i n e d e f f o r t s w e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o m a k e t h e To w e r s o f S i m o n
R o d i a i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y k n o w n .

Does anybody in Rivotolli know wi ife Sabato ever became a naturalized
c i t i z e n o f t h e U . S . A . ? C o u l d y o u c o n t a c t y o u r f r i e n d s i n P a t t e r s o n
New Jersey, some of those jfeany descendants of Serlno, and 'ask them if
t h e r e a r e a n y c i t y r e c o r d s o f S a b a t o ' s l i f e t h e r e . I d o n ' t a c t u a l l y k n o w
i f t h a t i s w h e r e h e l i v e d w h e n h e fi r s t w e n t t o A m e r i c a . W h e n w e h a v e
fin ished ga the r ing the fac ts o f h i s l i f e we w i l l send you a copy o f a l l
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w e h a v e .

Please give our kindest regards to II Sindaco, Sig. Prof. Constantino Sabatino,
t o y o u r f a t h e r w h o h e l p e d u s s o m u c h , t o A m o r o s o A m o d i o w i t h a w i s h t h a t h e
is now in good health, to Dott. Enzo Tedeschi, and to all the good people of
Hotel Terminio who helped us In so many ways and to the people of fhe'City Hall
o f S e r l n o .

We w e r e n o t a b l e t o g o b a c k t o s e e R o s a R i z z o b e c a u s e w e h a d s o l i t t l e
time. Is she a widow of one of Sam's (Sabato's) cousins. I believe she
s a i d s h e r e m e m b e r s S a b a t o b u t I t h i n k s h e i s t o o y o u n g t o r e m e m b e r h i m -
Sabato would now be 93 years old - and since he left Rivotol l i at such
an early age - I doubt that she could have even known him. However,
I w a s v e r y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e s t o r i e s s h e t o l d u s a b o u t S a b a t o ' s p a r e n t s .
P l e a s e r e m e m b e r u s t o h e r .



p a g e t h r e e

U n d e r s e p a r a t e c o v e r v e w i l l s e n d a c o p y o f t h e e n g i n e e r i n g t e s t
t h a t s a v e d t h e T o w e r s . I t h i n k i t w i l l b e o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t t o
y o u a n d t o D o t t . E n z o Te d e s c h i ,

If you care to answer in Italian, I have friends who will help translate.

I n f a c t t h e y h a v e h e l p e d m e w i t h t h e s e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h m a y b e w i l l b e o f
help to you in answering some of the information I am seeking:

w e

C o n c e r n i n g S a b a t o R o d i a :

C h e m e s t i e r e f a c c e v a n o 1 g e n e t o r i ? i l p a d r e ? l a m . a d r e ?
^ u a n d o p a r t i 11 f r a t e l l o p e r 1 ' A m e r i c a ? ^
^uando parti Sabato? ^ che eta"^... .anno. ... Perche parti Sabato? perl'Amerlca?
Q u i a n d o c o n S a b a t i n o ?
C o n q u a l e p a r e n t e a n d o a d a b i t a r e ?
A n d o ' a s c u o l a p r i m a d i p a r t i r e p e r 1 ' A m e r i c a ?
La fami ig l ia e ra re l ig iosa? e"aveva de l paren t l p re t i?
C h e l a v o r e - f a c c e v a i l f r a t e l l o ?
H a m a l m a n i f e s t a t o i n t e r e s e p e r I ' a r t e ?
Era un bravo ragazzo S bat ino? Oppure i rrequieto?
P e r c h e a n d b p e r 1 ' A m e r i c a S a b a t i n o ?
L a f a m i l g i a p r o v e n i v a d a S e r i n e ? R i v o t c l l i ?
Av e v a a l t r l f r a t e l l i o s o r e l l e ? e q u a i l s o n o i n o m l
D o v e a n d o i n A m i C r i c a e q u i l o e n c o n t r o ?
H a s c r i t o m a i a c a s a ? A q u i a l t r o p u o a v e r e s c r l t o ? H a u n a l e t t e r s d i S a b a t i n o
e p o t r e i v e d e r l a ?
C o n o s c e t e l a d o n n a c h e h a s p o s a t o ?
^ di dove era?
eTquando si e sposato?
C o n o s c h e t e l a f a m i g l i a C a l l c u r c h i o ? A v e t e c o n t a c t i c o n l o r e ?
Cono^chete la famiglia Pelligrino?
Chi / Imjr.aculata Rodia?
Q h l e s t a t o i l p r i - n o a p a r l a r e q u i a S e r i n e d e l l e t o r r i ? e q u a n d o ?
C o n o s c h e t e q u a l c u n o d i v o l c h e a v i s t o l e t e r r e ?
Avete mai sent i to de l le tor re da par te d i Sabat ino. ?

Recently the City of Los Angeles honored its Volunteer organizations
with a program called SALUTE TO VOLUNTEERS and our Committee was among
t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s .

With the hope that we can expect your valued collaboration in this work,

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .
On behalf of the COMMITTEE FOR SIMOR RODI/'.'S TOWERS IN WATTS,

Kie Bab it z, S '^cy-Ari^h^lst
1 9 ^ 5 N . W i l t o n P l a c e
L o s A n g e l e s , C l i f o r n i a 9 C 0 6 ^ U S A


