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t depavtment immaculate heart college 5515 franklin avenue los angeles, california 90028

10-27-69

U. S« Buveau of Immigvation & Naturalization
Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

v
I am presently investigating the life of Simon Rodia
(Sabbatino Rodilla) who is the cveator of the beautiful
and famous towers in Watts, which ave by now known
all over the world.
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We do know that Rodia was bovn in the late 1870's or el
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early 1880's™ He must have come to the United States
in the 1890's. He lived in Watts from 1921 to 1954, and
then moved to Martinez, California, wheve he died in
1965.

The Towers in Walts have been declaved a Cultural
Monument, and il is of greatl inlevest to find out as much
as possible about the life of this man who has made a
great contvibution to the culture of this country.

Since I am planning to go to Italy to see whether there are
any vecords about the bivth and family of Simon Rodia, il
would be of great help if any documents weve available in
this country which indicate time and place of his bivth,
the time of his enlry into the United Slales, and time and
place of his natuvalization as an American citizen.

Any help that you could give me in this vespect would be
highly appreciated.

Paul M. Laporte //Wl‘ ﬂ ‘

Sincerely yours,

Chaivman 4 i/ / 7. /é %

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE
TO LOCATE A RECORD

IN THIS CASE
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